
File Types
• Dynagraphics prefers PDF files. 
• For some large format jobs, TIFF files are necessary.
• Unless directed otherwise, please provide PDF files.

Vector Graphics vs Raster Images
• Vector graphics are made of mathematical paths and shapes instead of pixels. They can be scaled up to 
  any size without losing sharpness or clarity. Vectors are perfect for logos, text and simple illustrations. 
  Common vector file formats include: AI, EPS, SVG.

• Raster images are made of tiny square (pixels). Photographs are
   always raster images. When enlarged too much, they become 
   blurry or pixelated (blocky). Common raster image formats 
    include: JPG, PNG, TIFF.
• Some filetypes can include both vector and raster images. If 
   unsure which your file contains, open the file and zoom in 10-20X 
   normal size and see if the image stays sharp (vector) or if it gets  
   pixelated (raster). Common mixed formats include: PDF, EPS, AI.
• See our Large Format Printing Resolution Guide for information 
   on required print and image resolution.

Converting Fonts to Outlines:
• Fonts can cause issues if the printer doesn’t have the
   same typeface installed.
• Always convert fonts to outlines (or curves) before 
   submitting your artwork.
• This ensures the text prints exactly as designed, with 
   no missing or substituted fonts.

Include Bleeds:
• Depending on the size of the large format job, anywhere from 1/2” up to 2” of bleed is required.
• If you are unsure how much bleed is needed, ask before finalizing your artwork.
• No bleed or too little bleed can be problematic. However, excess bleed is generally okay.

Scaling Your Artwork:
• Whenever possible, size your artwork at the actual print dimensions.
• When scaling is needed, the required DPI of images used increases proportionaly:
 1/2 scale = 2X DPI.  1/4 scale = 4X DPI.  1/10 scale = 10X DPI.
• Use vector graphics whenever possible for logos and fonts.

Questions?
• If you have additional questions on artwork preparation, contact us and we’ll be glad to answer them.

Large Format Printing

Artwork Preparation
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150dpi 75dpi 50dpi 25dpi

 Maximum resolution
needed for large format
printing.

Small format resolution.
Overkill for large format
printing.

Acceptable resolution.
Edges less defined.
Slight pixelization.

 Minimum resolution
required. Details gone.
Noticeable pixelization.

Resolution too low.
Highly pixelated.
Very poor print quality.

300dpi

Large Format Printing

Resolution Guide

What is Print Resolution?
Print resolution, expressed in dots per inch (DPI), tells how many pixels are in each inch of the print.
The print resolution determines how sharp your image will look when printed.
Higher DPI = sharper images. Lower DPI = blurry or pixelated images. Here are some examples:

High Resolution .......... versus .......... Low Resolution

Image Resolutions Required for Various Print Sizes:
The image resolution relative to the actual print size is very important. Larger print sizes require higher 
image resolutions to maintain su�icient print resolution. Here are various large format print examples:

Enlarging / Resizing Images Doesn’t Help:
To get a good quality large format prints you must start with high resolution images su�icient for the 
finished size of your project. Enlarging images does not improve the details and will still yield a poor 
quality print like the low resolution images shown above. There are AI tools available that can add details 
while improving the resolution of images, however, they are usually limited to 4000 x 4000 pixels and do 
not always yield desireable results.

Print Size Minimum Resolution   (Image Size) Best Practice Viewing Distance

24" x 36" (poster) 150 dpi   (3,600 x 5,400 pixels) 300 dpi 1-2 ft.

48" x 72" (banner) 75 dpi   (3,600 x 5,400 pixels) 100 dpi 3-6 ft.

60" x 144" (vehicle wrap) 50 dpi   (3,000 x 7,200 pixels) 75-100 dpi 4-8 ft.

96" x 192" (wall wrap) 50 dpi   (4,800 x  9,600 pixels) 75-100 dpi 4-8 ft.

120" x 240" (trailer wrap) 50 dpi   (6,000 x 12,000 pixels) 75 dpi 8+ ft.
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